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but the Queen was able to baffle them all And
this was Elizabeth's own doing; she was not
guided and directed by the men who were her
counsellors. Often she drove them to despair
because she would listen to them, and then go her
own way and do as she thought fit.
People have sometimes argued that Elizabeth's
policy was really directed, not by her, but by her
counsellors. This is not so, for if we take Burghley,
her chief adviser, we find from his own papers
that again and again in a difficulty he would put
down the arguments on each side, but he would
not give any decision.. He clearly left that for the
Queen, and she was the person to weigh up his
arguments and to choose what should be done.
We never find that he was the person to make a
final decision.
Elizabeth was not ruled by her advisers; she,
on the contrary, ruled them, and often forced
them to give up their ideas and act on her in-
structions. If she had been an obstinate fool,
this would have been disastrous. But she was no
fool, and from the beginning she made up her
mind to use the powers she had in her own way.
The success of her reign speaks for her.